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History of Free and Open Source Software




Topics

Up to the 60s, mainframes to mini-computers
..70s and 80s, micro-computers
..80s software industry, copyright, copyleft
.. 90s Linux
(..2000 upwards)
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The 1950s and the 1960s (lI)
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From the late 1960s to the early 1970s
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From the late 1960s to the early 1970s

= array[l..10] of integer; 1 Untted!
_I'.etor'.r:_t.___ N 1 #include<stdio.h>
X @ 1nteger; A e e e s e 2 #include<conio.h>

y char {extra semicolol ot strictly required]
end; : PROGRAMMING
c = file of a; LANGUAGE

int pplce; i thored by C
'Float tax,'Final_; g ennis Ritchielll
printf("Enter the price:\n");
scanf("%d" ,&price);

tax=price+price*0.15;
final=t3

15 February 1934
(age 88)

Winterthur, Switzerland




From the mid 1970s in to the 1980s

An Open Letter to Hobbyists

To me, the most critical thing in t
is the lack of good software courses, boo
Without good software and an owner who

hobby computer is wasted. Will guality
hobby market?

Almost a year ago, Paul Allen and m




Early 1980s (1)

Current date is Tue 1-01-1980
Enter new date:

current time is 21:35:24.18
Enter new time:

The IBM Personal Computer DOS
Uersion 2.00 (C)Copyright IBM Corp 1981, 1982, 1983

axdir

Uplume in drive A has no label
Directory of A:\

COMMAND COM 17664 3-08-83
FORMAT COM 6016 3-08-83
CHEDSK  COM 6400 3-08-83
sYs coM 1468 3-08-83
DEBUG COM 11964 3-08-83
sLoop 32 1-01-80

6 File(s) 292864 bytes free
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Early 1980s (Il)

The GNU Project

by Richard Stallman

The first softiware-sharing community

FREE SOFTWARE

FOUNDATI OMN

Wivw. fsf.o1Q

The free software definition presents the criteria
for whether a particular software program
qualifies as free software. From time to time we
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Linus Benedict Torvalds

an

Hello everybody out there using minix -

I'm doing a (free) operating system (just a hobby, won't be big and
professional like gnu) for 386(486) AT clones. This has been brewing

since april, and is starting to get ready. I'd like any feedback on
things people like/dislike in minix, as my 0S resembles it somewhat
(same physical layout of the file-system (due to practical reasons)

among other things).

I've currently ported bash(1.08) and gcc(1.40), and things seem to work.
This implies that I'll get something practical within a few months, and

I'd like to know what features most people would want. Any suggestions
are welcome, but | won't promise I'll implement them :-)

Linus (torv.. elsinki.f1)

PS. Yes - it's free of any minix code, and it has a multi-threaded fs.
It is NOT protable (uses 386 task switching etc), and it probably never
will support anything other than AT-harddisks, as that's all | have (.
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The rest Is history!
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openSUSE
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